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SUBJ: REPLACEMENT OF LANCE BARNARD AS AUSTRALIAN MINISTER FOR 
DEFENSE 

1. SEPTELS REVIEW EVENTS OF LAST FEW DAYS FOLLOWING RESIGNATION 
OF MINISTER EOR DEFENSE LANCE BARNARD FROM PARLIAMENT JUNE 2. 
PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM NOW ENGAGED IN RESHUFFLING CABINET, WITH 
NEW TEAM TO BE ANNOUNCED JUNE 6. 

2. RUMORS ABOUND THAT RESHUFFLE MAY BE EXTENSIVE, BUT THERE ARE 
FEW HARD FACTS. HOWEVER, VIRTUALLY ALL SOURCES INDICATED THAT 
PRESENT MINISTER EOR SCIENCE, WILLIAM MORRISON (ALSO CURRENTLY 
MINISTER ASSISTING THE MINISTER FOR DEFENSE) WILL BE NAMED MIN- 
ISTER FOR DEFENSE. SOME OF PRESS LEAKS SPECULATING THAT MORRISON 
WILL BE NEXT MINISTER EOR DEFENSEHAVE BEEN TRACED DIRECTLY TO 
WHITLAM, AND MORRISON HAS CANCELLED TRIP THIS MONTH TO SOVIET 
UNION AND U.S. TO OBSERVE VARIETY OF SCIENTIFIC PROJECTS. 

3. THE CABINET CHANGE UNDER CONSIDERATION OF GREATEST INTEREST 
TO U.S., IS WHO WILL REPLACE BARNARD AS DEFENSE MINISTER. MORRI- 
SON IS CLEARLY UNLIKE BARNARD IN ANY CONSTRUCTIVE SENSE AND 
CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO GIVE U.S. THE KIND OF POSITIVE SUPPORT 
BARNARD GAVE US, MOST RECENTLY, FOR EXAMPLE IN CONNECTION WITH 
HIS STRONG PUBLIC STATEMENT ON MAYAGUEZ AEFAIR. ON MAJOR 
DEFENSE ISSUES PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM WILL, OF COURSE, CON- 
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TINUE TO BE THE CONTROLLING FORCE, EVEN IF MORRISON IS NEXT 
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MINISTER FOR DEFENSE. 

4. PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM NOT ONLY HAS THE OPTION TO CHOOSE 
WHOM HE WISHES FROM LABOR MINISTRY FOR SPECIFIC PORTFOLIOS 
BUT HAS REAL NEED TO GIVE IMPRESSION OF IMPROVED VIGOR AND 
EFFICIENCY THROUGHOUT CABINET. I PRESUME WHITLAM IS AWARE OF 
OUR RESERVED ATTITUDE TOWARDS MORRISON. IT IS WIDELY KNOWN 
THAT MORRISON AND SIR ARTHUR TANGE (SECRETARY OF DEPT OF 
DEFENSE) HAD MAJOR DIFFERENCES WHEN MORRISON WAS IN AUSTRAL- 
IAN FOREIGN SERVICE AND TANGE WAS SECRETARY OF DEPT OF FOR- 
EIGN AFFAIRS. ARTICLE IN "FINANCIAL REVIEW" JUNE 2 BY BRIAN 
TOOHEY (WHO HAS TOP LEVEL CONTACTS) REFERRED TO THESE DIF- 
FERENCES AND SAID TANGE WOULD RESIGN IF MORRISON WAS NAMED 
HIS BOSS. 

5. ON OTHER HAND, MORRISON HAS BEEN CLOSELY INVOLVED WITH 
OPERATIONS OF AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FOR PAST YEAR 
OR SO. HE WAS BRIEFED ON JOINT DEFENSE FACILITIES IN JULY, 

1974, AND WHATEVER RISKS FLOW FROM THAT BRIEFING HAVE BEEN 
INCURRED ALREADY. 
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SECRET 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CANBER03613 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: PER STATE 133057 6/6/75 
Executive Order: X3 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 94-1 047 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750679/aaaactuu.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JUL 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <09 JUL 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPLACEMENT OF LANCE BARNARD AS AUSTRALIAN MINISTER FOR DEFENSE 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, AS, US, (BARNARD, LANCE H) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




